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FACULTY

Think or swim
studying the scientists who study coral

Professor Irus Braverman, the William J. Magavern Faculty Scholar, dives deeply into her research.
here might you ﬁnd a distinguished UB researcher when

W

she’s not teaching about the law? In the ocean, if it’s
Professor Irus Braverman, the william J. Magavern

faculty scholar and a 2016 recipient of the university’s exceptional
scholar and teaching Innovation Award.
Braverman studies the scientists who study coral. After completing
more than 80 interviews, she decided it was time to join some of her
subjects last summer near the
protected coral reefs where they
were working in Hawaii. “observing
them at work makes a diﬀerence in
my understanding. I like to watch the
scientists interacting with the
physical elements in the realities of
ﬁeld research,” she says, adding that
she swallowed a lot of sea water
dealing with the waves as the
researchers looked for their test
thermometers set among the coral
reefs.

Braverman was in Hawaii to
attend the International Coral reef
Symposium, which takes place every
four years and attracts as many as
3,000 delegates. adding a few weeks
to the trip gave her the opportunity
to attend conference sessions, as well
as interview scientists and observe
them in their element.
“I’m asking the questions in a
diﬀerent way, looking for the
underlying tensions, considering the
changes in the conservation
narratives and how people perceive
nature,” says Braverman, whose
current focus is climate change and
how it aﬀects coral reefs, and the

work of coral reef scientists. She says
that while there might be agreement
about some of the challenges facing
corals in the future, conservation
scientists adopt very diﬀerent
emotional stances to the prospect of
their survival that oscillate between
hope and despair.
Braverman’s previous work
focused on zoos, conservation and
captive breeding. Her interest
shifted to coral reef management
when she returned to scuba diving
after a 20-year hiatus and was
shocked by the changes she saw.
– By Suzanne Chamberlain

